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This was my first visit to see BAOS Youth and I was impressed with their enthusiasm, and it was obvious from the start that they were all enjoying themselves

Playing theatre in the round requires experienced actors, it is not the easiest  type of theatre, and there were times when the actors were playing as if from a normal stage, and at times they faced backstage, However some of the actors did use the whole acting area at times, I was sat on the side at the back of a row and some of the dialogue was missed due to this - at times the actors having their backs to me.

To play theatre in the round you must encompass the whole audience, and play to each side where possible

SETTING

We were given the right impression of a “50’s” Ice Cream Parlour, with just the basic of settings - a counter and tables and chairs placed at the corners - this gave the cast the best amount of space to work in - well done

COSTUMES

These were a colourful mix of “50’s” style, and helped to create the right atmosphere

LIGHTING

As this was theatre in the round, it needed to be lit well and at times the stage area was dimly lit and the casts faces were  not seen - there were chances to use lighting to its fullest effect - the entrance of Deanna, remember she is supposed to be a star and a spotlight on her at her entrance would have heightened the effect. Whilst giving a good colour wash, I feel that LED lights give too cold a colour - and from where I was sat when the bar of lights at the door were used they shone directly into my face, and I could not always see the action. There was however good use of lighting effects on the chorus numbers

MUSIC

The Orchestra was excellent, the only criticism would be that at times they played a little too loudly and a couple of the singers could not be heard.

SOUND

Most of the time this was adequate, but when Mr Cohen (Casey) and Chuck (Alex) were singing there voices were too quiet, the volume needed to be adjusted to take this into account. Maybe it would help to have the music coming from a different speaker as to that of the microphones, then they could be blended easier

CHOREOGRAPHY

With an enthusiastic cast of children, and the fact that children love to dance, I felt that the choreographer could have done so much more, especially in the chorus numbers and the finale song. And remember you are dealing with theatre in the round, so that the cast should face all sides of an audience. In the final number this was not done as one half faced front and the other half faced a wall, so some of the movement were lost to those on the sides

THE CAST

DIRK MANLEY (Sam Badcock)  Sam looked the part of a private eye, and seemed at ease on the stage, his voice at times was quiet and he needs to slow down and not rush his speaking as some of his dialogue was lost. When he did slow down he has a nice clear voice, a nice performance  - well done

JOEY NOBODY (Rosie Howard) Some of her speeches were lost as she needs to speak up, at times her back was towards me and I could not hear the words. It is not that she hasn’t got a loud voice because we were treated to a clear singing voice in her song “Nobody’s Lament” this was well delivered, at the crescendo of the song the orchestra got a little carried away and almost drowned out her voice . Rosie has good stage presence, but needed to use the stage I was treated to several views of her back otherwise a natural easy performance

MR COHEN (Casey Lloyd) A relaxed actor, with a good voice, at times a little rushed and he did attempt to use the whole of the stage, but once again I did see a lot of his back. The sound people needed to listen when he was singing as his voice tended to be lost with the music. 

WAITRESSES (Megan Lawrence, Sapphire Shoferpoor,Siobhan Sinnott and Amelia O’Callaghan)

I hope you forgive me for putting you altogether, but you acted as a team and as such created just the right characters, you were always sparkling and full of enthusiasm and good at speaking with once voice, and I loved your song “Will he find me” good clear diction we heard every word. You really looked as though you were enjoying it - well done

CHUCK (the hunk) (Alex Puplett) Looked good, but a little understated in your performance, you could have made more of the part, you had the looks! Clear speaking voice, but when singing you tended to be a little quiet, was the song perhaps a little too low in the key for you? Good stage presence a natural actor

DEANNA LA DOMME (Georgie King) Here we had an actress who knew how to command, her stage presence was excellent and her voice when speaking and singing was a joy to listen to. She had just the right attitude to the part of a spoilt brat, which I understand from the producer is not how you are normally he had to force you to be like that. You used the stage from all sides, good natural movement at all times . 

DEANNA (continued) I must also congratulate you on your song “Mambo Italiano” this was excellent, good strong voice and full of confidence. Maybe we have a future leading light for BAOS? A strong  natural performance Congratulations

MAX
(Kirsty Williams)   A good supporting performance and foil to Deanna, a relaxed performance. In your song “Mack the Knife “  you used the stage  well and made the song your own, a good strong singing voice, - well done

ELVIS (Dave Cain) I must say that he looked well considering he would have been into his 70’s by now……Nice singing voice, and a good performance of his song

ELLEN HOGG  (Jailhouse Rock) Here we have a very talented young lady who was not afraid to go out and sing all alone,  what is not an easy song, a good strong voice, and looked relaxed and enjoying the spotlight. I understand that she is only 10 years old, well hang onto her BAOS Youth you have a star in the making  As a customer she was always in character and never without a smile on her face - Congratulations

SAPPHIRE SHOFERPOOR (Why do fools fall in love)  A nice singing voice, and

She sang to each side of the audience, good diction we heard every word - well done

CASEY LLOYD/ALEX PUPLETT (Soul Man) These two actors started off a little too quietly on what is a raucous blues number, possibly the wrong key for their voices, but as it went on the reacted to the audience and it improved. But again I must repeat -use the whole audience not just the front!

JADE CAIN/ALICE ETTE-ILES/EMILY WEAVER (My Boy Lollipop) We had three voices that blended well together, and they sang this song “sweetly” nice clear voices - well done

ELLA BAILEY (Magic Moments) Ella started a little hesitantly and needs to relax when singing, but as the song progressed so did her confidence.

VICKIE TRANTER/ANNIE WILLIAMS (Hound Dog) The use of one microphone between two does cause problems as one voice may sound louder that the other depending on who is closest, And this is not an easy song to sing,  but well done on your performance, 

CASEY LLOYD (That’ll be the day) A good performance but you do need to sing a little louder as some of the words could not be heard, you have the voice use it

FRANKIE SPILL/LORELEI STONE (Smile) And you did, and your voices blended beautifully, you both have lovely sweet voices - well done

GEORGIE KING (Mambo Italiano) I have already commented on this earlier, you have a really mature singing voice and know how to put a song over and involve your audience 

AMELIA O’CALLAGHAN/LAURA WILLIAMS (Music, Music, Music) Once more we had the problem of one microphone between two singers, which was a shame as both girls had good singing voices, but they did very well with this song - well done

MEGAN LAWRENCE (Cry Me a River) I understand that Megan requested that she sing this song, and it is not an easy song ranging from a bluesy start to jazz

But she did very well, especially when it came to the jazzy parts of the song, the bluesy start needed a little more depth in the voice, but otherwise an excellent performance

KIRSTY WILLIAMS (Mack the Knife)  I had already commented on this before, you have good stage presence and a strong voice, a natural performance

CHORUS (Customers at Angelo’s Ice Cream Parlour)

As a whole you worked very well together, always being in character, never detracting from the main action, and listening as you should, your singing and dancing was always together - well done

This being my first visit to BAOS Youth, and I hope not my last! I was impressed by the standard that these young actors achieved. I must admit I had never heard of this show before, but it was an enjoyable evenings entertainment and the audience were enjoying themselves as well, which is the main thing.

The Producer and Director are to be congratulated for all their hard work, which has obviously paid off, they brought out the best in their cast

 I hope that some of my criticisms are not too harsh but with any show no matter how good it is, there is always room for improvement

Thank you very much for inviting me. I look forward to seeing your next production and to receiving an invitation to BAOS’s production of “Jesus Christ Superstar“, next year

Tony Winstone

NODA Rep District 13


